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1. How was the INFINITI Q60 ‘designed to perform’?
In the very early days, probably the first day of design development for the Q60, engineering came to us with a new engine – a twin turbo, slightly smaller engine but much more powerful, 400 horsepower, in fact. Actually, this was a bit of a surprise to be honest, and it kind of changed our direction, our pre-conceived idea of what the third generation Q60 would look like. So immediately the designers started to really scale up the grille, the grille started to become much more performance oriented, it really became the mouth, supplying oxygen to the twin turbos and that engine. So right off the bat, ‘designed to perform’ started to dominate, and from the bigger grille came the very strong straight shoulder and sculpted body, this was a method for us to add muscularity, a very lean muscularity, to this coupe silhouette. So again, I think when you find out the drivetrain, or the heart of the car, is really a high level of performance then the aesthetics and everything really support this.


2. What will the INFINITI Q60 bring to the brand?
I think the timing for the Q60 is perfect, as we are starting to unroll our new brand positioning one of the first cars to go on sale is the Q60, which is a really condensed version of all the things INFINITI aspires to be: it’s powerful, it’s high quality and it has a high level of artistry – we can build all the other cars that are coming from this template.


3. What makes the INFINITI Q60 stand out among competitors?
The Q60 is unique among premium coupes, probably at a glance even. This sense of sculpture, also a sense of ‘straightness’ – it’s horizontal, it’s connected to the road visually, but then again, as you get close to it, you realize how sophisticated the surfaces are, how artistic a car can be, while also being performance-orientated. So, this kind of mixing of the artist and the engineer in this car is a differentiator. There are a lot of good coupes, but the Q60 is unique among them.


4. What brand design cues can be found on the INFINITI Q60?
The Q60 is one of the pillars of INFINITI, it’s ‘designed to perform’ and also has ‘human artistry’, which is another common ‘aspect’ of INFINITI that we hold dear. We don’t only execute powerful shapes – we want the fingerprint of the artist in the metal and also in the interior. An example of this is the double-arch grille, which is one of our three common ‘aspects’ – yes it’s become much more powerful, it’s much bigger, it’s now inset into the body so visually it looks like it connects more to the engine than to the body itself, but also there is, still, an artistry to the shape, it has a fluidity and a sense of sculpture that brings more to the eye than just functionality. The focused ‘human eye’, which is a second common aspect, is similar to Q50 but it has become more technical, it’s much thinner, it lights more brightly, much sharper – so it has a little more intensity in line with a sports coupe. Coming around the side you see the crescent-cut C-pillar, the third common aspect, which now leans rearward. Unlike Q30 which is a little bit more vertical, more structural, more crossover, Q60 leans back and it really accentuates the sweeping roof line - it’s structural but beautiful.


5. How did the INFINITI Q60 remain faithful to its concept inspiration?
At INFINITI we show a concept car right after we make the design selection, so at design selection one model goes into the concept car and the other one goes into the production car. So, we are kind of developing them together – and it’s not an accident that they look quite similar, because we have no intention to make a pure concept in a sense that it’s a dream. Our job is to bring these kind of dreams to the road, so we didn’t particularly feel so many challenges – engineering from day one was on board as our partners for this kind of sculpture of the body. The Q60 has the deepest stampings on the market today, and also sharpness-to-depth is really unusual in the market that’s so difficult to stamp and also quite difficult to hinge – and this is really an output from the desire for engineering to make a very special car.


6. What inspiration did you take from previous INFINITI sports coupes?
It’s funny for a designer to say this, but actually a sound was the inspiration for me. I remember very clearly the first time I turned on the first generation Q60, and it just came to life with a roar, you felt the heartbeat, each beat, and the car moved a little bit when it turned on and it was quite impressive, this kind of slightly dark soul of the car. And for me and many of the designers, this brings life to this car, this sculpture, and the proportions of the first Q60, which was originally called the ‘G’, and the design was extremely modern and very simple at that time, so, even though we have not really gone in that way in the simplicity of the car, but bringing this monster to life, especially the 400 horsepower now, and also connecting this desire to drive – these were inspirations from the first generation.


7. How did the notion of ‘human artistry’ inspire the INFINITI Q60 design?
We have two pillars of design – ‘Powerful Elegance’ is our main DNA of INFINITI, and the ‘powerful’ part is ‘designed to perform’ and the ‘elegance’ is actually ‘advanced human artistry’. As for the reason why we include this word ‘advanced’, it’s because of this interplay between what is made by the hand and also the ingenuity of the mind of the artist, so thinking forward but also this tactile sense of the artisan – we love this. For the interiors, especially, it’s about the tailor, that the material led the artist, so the leather moves a certain way, the shape moves that way. So, with this kind of ‘thinking’, we really ask our designers to delve very deeply into their art, so that’s why we say ‘advanced human artistry’.


8. How were design and engineering goals combined in the INFINITI Q60?
Working on Q60 you became immediately aware of how large and wide our engineering team is – thousands of people, really, in our company – so, of course, on the one side you have the engine folks and they are really completely focused on high output, efficiency, lightweight, and the twin turbo is the product of this focus. But you also have the body guys, and they actually came to us with a challenge of what can we do together to show that INFINITI makes cars that nobody else can make. Fairly quickly, we came to the conclusion that this sense of ‘carrozzeria’, this sense of ‘making the body’ was as much in the hands of our engineers as it was in the hands of the designer, so that’s where the ‘human artistry’ is not just design, it’s the discipline of the engineer, the body builder – and this is really one of the highlights of the project for me. And engineers were pushing for ‘sharper’ and ‘deeper’ as much as design was.


9. What specifically embodies the collaboration between design and engineering in the INFINITI Q60?
One very specific example is right around the front parting line of the Q60 - where the stamping is deepest. This is actually where all the hinging is, so for a car to have its deepest most complicated sections right where the critical function of kinetics is happening is really the symbolic image of how important the collaboration was. So, the positioning of the hinges, the angle of the hinges and the length of the hinges – all of this was carefully orchestrated against the depth of the stamping, the sharpness of the stamping, so really you are looking at many functions working very closely to make this kinetic sculpture work perfectly every time our customer opens and closes the door.


10. How was the INFINITI Q60 designed with aerodynamic efficiency in mind?
So with the ‘designed to perform’ philosophy, aerodynamics plays, even with 400 horsepower, an important part to manage how the wind flows cleanly over the car. So, when you come around the front of the car you will see very sharp edges right in front of the front tire, this is to clean the air, to organize air that goes up and over the hood and around the body. And then you’ll see the fender vent right behind the wheel and this is actually using wind and air flow to drag heat out of the engine bay. Then at the very back of the car, where you see a very sharp fin, this is also to clean the air flow as it leaves the car. So all of these, that are very important for the design itself aesthetically, actually are very important for the car, in the wind tunnel and at high speeds.


11. How was the design of the INFINITI Q60 ‘driver-centric, yet passenger-minded?
All INFINITI models are ‘driver-centric, yet passenger-minded’, of course, but when you start getting into coupes the scale is moving probably more towards the driver, and this is, in part, down to the interior. The Q60 interior is asymmetrical, so there is very much a driver zone that is delineated by the instrument panel and center console, but the term ‘driver-centric’ is also about the experience of driving, the technology, the way the car can understand the road and what you want and how to make that experience sharper. All of these technologies really help the driver become a better driver.


12. What was the inspiration behind the INFINITI Q60 interior design?
As you open the door to the Q60 and step inside, we wanted to create an analogy of slipping on a ‘driver’s glove’ – so the seats hug you, they hold you, they anchor you to the car which is anchored to the road, and the steering wheel is new, the shifter is new and they are very tactile. The steering wheel diameter section is thicker than previous INFINITI models, so you just feel like you are holding a machine that’s ‘designed to perform’.


13. What can you tell us about the interior materials used in the INFINITI Q60?
At INFINITI we have our very smooth, very soft leather, so even in a sports car, the tactile sense of a premium car is super important. Now, on the Q60, we have the sense of the ‘tailor’, so the way the seats are sewn – they are intricate but they have a harmonious focus, and are quite sporty. Also, the door panel has very smooth materials, premium materials, we have a very beautiful off-white color with the black interior which looks quite high contrast and sporty, and then we also have a kind of darkish red interior for the seats which is equally as impactful, just in a different tonality.


14. What ambiance were you trying to create with the INFINITI Q60 interior design?
Inside the cabin we really focused on this sense of the ‘driver’s glove’. With a sports coupe, you want to drive it and it’s probably less about the decoration as the experience – the connection to the road, to the machine, the seats. At the end of the day we are artists, so we create style and sculpture, but our sculpture is derived from the ‘desire to perform’, so very much the interior focus is on performance.


15. How will the INFINITI Q60 influence future company design? 
Design is a partner of strategy. With Roland’s* guidance and direction for the brand, we very much want there to be a kind of ‘season’, in a sense, so Q60 is not a one off – it is a member of a group of cars that have similar DNA. They are executed differently, because we have SUVs, we have small cars, we have the huge QX80 – so how you manage the language, we don’t want to take the cookie cutter approach, but definitely, at a glance, if someone sees the QX80, the Q60 and the Q30, they feel that this is a temperament, a point of view, an execution that was widely held in the company.

* Roland Krueger, President of INFINITI 
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